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From the Parish Council
Hello and welcome to our July newsletter. It’s been great to have the sun shining and
some warmth at last, but as the temperature soars, certainly for me anyway, a little
respite wouldn’t go amiss.
Not having Covid-19 restrictions lifted from 21 June has been rather disappointing, but
we’ve come so far another 4 weeks seems like a small price to pay because I’m sure
the prospect of another lockdown certainly is not a proposition any of us want to
encounter. Neither do we want to see a continuing increase in the numbers of
infections, hospitalisations and deaths. So what else has been happening…..
Grass Cutting
The grass has been growing at a rapid rate these past few weeks and there was an
unscheduled delay with the grass cutting in June.
However, the area of grass in front of Abbey Cottages on Dereham Road, has
purposely been left uncut. This is because we have been advised that there is a
Corncrake nesting in this grassy area. It is believed to be on its second year returning,
which is very exciting news. Corncrakes are an endangered species and the expert
advice received from Chrissie Kelley at Pensthorpe together with Nick Acheson, was to
leave this section of grass uncut until further notice to ensure the birds are not
disturbed.
We kindly ask you NOT to disturb these birds while they are nesting, please.
Duck Pond Project
We met with our contractor and have agreed the next phase. The team will be
preparing the ground ready for seeding at the end of summer. They will do some
additional tidying which should see the project complete with the exception of the
installation of posts and some grass banks.
We will look to install some new benches but will wait until the August or September
newsletter to provide more details.
Other Ponds
We will be holding a meeting with Tom Raynham, Helen B (NWT), Nick Acheson, John
Service, John Waddingham and Andy Hind (Norfolk Pond Project) to discuss a
programme of works to bring these ponds ‘back to life’.
Proposed Roundabout
A public consultation period was run by the NCC Highways Department for 3 weeks.
Some early analysis of responses has been done but we need to wait on some more
feedback from the project manager.
Bus Shelter
Repurposing works will start once the roof has been fixed. We are still waiting on a
start date from the contractor, which we are hoping will be very soon.
Take care and stay safe. Vivien Woods,

Information
Scarecrow Trail
Thanks to everyone that made a scarecrow for this year’s Scarecrow Trail.
Here are some of the
wonderful creations
from this year’s trail.

A Walk Around Hempton Quiz
We hope you enjoyed the walk around Hempton Quiz and thank you to
everyone that participated.
The winner of the quiz, drawn at random, is Mr Taney.
Well done! There is a £5 Fakenham Garden Centre voucher is on its way
to you.
If anyone would like a list of the correct answers please ask the Clerk.

From the Holy Trinity Church
Well, it's all been going on at the church for the last few weeks.
Father Andrew was knocked off his motor bike by a reversing car, he was taken to
The Queen Elizabeth hospital and received surgery for a broken leg after a fortnight
he was moved to a hospital in Norwich for rehabilitation and was allowed to come
home last week. He is not yet mobile and will be away from church until August. He is
in good spirits but tires easily and enjoys visitors.
The church AGM was held in May followed by a meeting with the Rural Dean, he is
concerned for the future of our little parish church. We have not been able to pay our
parish share for the last three years. We need to pay this because it pays for a priest
to look after us and take the services, a small contribution is to pay for new priests to
be trained and a small amount to help other parishes in need. Our parish share was
reduced a couple of years ago from over £10,000 to £8,000 and we still are not able to
pay it.
So far this year although we have remained open whilst other churches closed we
have only been able to pay £1,000. We have also had to pay the insurance, the
electric and gas bills, it costs £245 each year to have the waste bins! There is the
usual maintenance costs to keep the building safe.
Any fund raising you could come up with would be great. I will remind you about the
easyfundraiser app that you can log into and register to Holy Trinity Hempton, most
online shops are on this site and if you make a purchase the shop gives a small
donation. It is only pennies but they do add up, it costs you absolutely nothing to
support the church in this way. If we can't find a way of increasing funds we could see
our church go to monthly services or worse… closure. Please help us to keep our
church!
On another subject, some young men went into the church grounds on a Saturday
evening and took the lawnmower petrol out of the shed, broke a planter next to the
church door covered everything with the petrol and then tried to set fire to it. We had
to inform the police who have taken the matter seriously, if a fire had been started it
would have involved the wooden church door and the building would have been badly
damaged. We have been given a few names of those involved. PLEASE respect the
consecrated grounds and the buildings. We really don't need any more problems.
On a more positive note, we have managed to keep the services going due to the
kindness of a Bishop and retired clergy so a big thank you to all involved.
The church wardens are very busy keeping things going with the support of the PCC
but we are there if you need us.
One more thing a big thank you to the very generous man who donated a lawn mower
to the church when our old one was beyond repair. There are some wonderful, kind
and generous people about.
Take care, be kind and STAY SAFE, Christine.

Hempton Memorial Hall
For more information, details of regular clubs and classes, or to book the
Memorial Hall please contact Laura on 07532 690758 or email
enquirieshmh@gmail.com

Hempton Church Rooms
Church Room Bookings
For more information or to book the Church Rooms please contact
Christine on 01328 856147 - Hire is £5 per hour

Would you like to be a Parish
Councillor?
We currently have 3 vacancies.

Parish Councils are the first tier of Local
Government. Hempton Parish Council is
made up of 4 Councillors, who are
unpaid volunteers, and represents the
village on various matters.
We meet at 7 pm usually on the third
Thursday of every other month at the
Church Rooms. The public is very
welcome to attend our meetings.
During the pandemic our meetings are
being held via skype, anyone can still join
and details of how to join the meetings
can be obtained via the Parish Clerk.
Agendas and minutes of the meetings
are also posted on the
website www.hemptonpc.info
If you are interested, please contact the
Clerk for a co-option pack.

(COVID-19) Coronavirus restrictions
From 21 June, there’s a 4-week pause at Step 3 of the roadmap. After 2
weeks, the government will review the data to see if the risks have
reduced. It’s expected that England will move to Step 4 on 19 July.

The heavy rainfall that the whole County experienced this winter meant that the area was flooded
more than it has done in recent history.

The next stage was to plant some native, locally grown shrubs in place of the trees that were
removed. These include Dogwood, Hawthorn and Hazel, based on advice from a local naturalist
and Norfolk Wildlife Trust. This work was carried out during April 2021.

It has been good to hear some positive feedback following this first stage of work.

The pond reeds were suffocating the pond and were sympathetically thinned out to improve the
wildlife habitat and the appearance of the pond.

It was essential that this work was carried out during the winter months to ensure the least amount of
disturbance to the native wildlife.

Having been successful in receiving funding towards the project from NNDC Big Society Fund we
started the first stage of work, which was to remove the non-native trees. This work was carried out,
following input from The Raynham Estate, NNDC and Norfolk Wildlife Trust, in December 2020.

We are sure you will have seen the updates regarding the Duck Pond Project mentioned in the
newsletter or at Parish Council meetings over the past few years, but we would like to bring you up
to date with progress.

Hempton Duck Pond Project

Should you have any comments or feedback we would be pleased to hear from you, please see
contact details to the front of this newsletter. Thank you.

The final stage will be providing a mixture of existing and new benches and picnic tables for people
to enjoy.

A wet meadow will also be planted from seed in the wet area of grass next to the duck pond. While
the ground is being prepped the area will be cordoned off temporarily. This preparation work will see
the top layer of soil scrapped back to allow the new wet meadow seed mix to establish in ideal
conditions. The spoil that will be accumulated will then be used to form a bank behind the cars that
currently park on the grass next to the detached garage. Wooden posts will be installed from the
garage up towards The Bell and along the top triangle towards the Garden Centre (please see the
plan overleaf which shows a rough sketch of the layout of posts and grassy bank). This work will not
impact on the current parking facility and will generally improve the landscaping of the area.

Norfolk County Highways have been helping the Parish Council to remedy the flooding problem by
clearing blockages within the overflow pipe from the pond to the main water drainage pipes.

more than it has done in recent history.

Hempton Duck Pond

Please Note
This sketch is for illustrations purposes only
and is not to scale nor does it show exact
quantities.

KEY
New wooden post
Existing post
Low grassy bank
Area for parking

July Quiz

CROSS MAIN ROAD ONTO PAVED FOOTPATH AND TURN LEFT
NO.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

QUESTION
What zodiac sign would you be if born on July 2nd?
What is the birth flower for July?
What is the birthstone for July?
Who was the first human to walk on the moon on July
20th 1969?
In which City would you find the ‘July Column’?
What is the date of Independence Day in the United
States?
Which Princess was born on 1 July 1961?
Author of seven Harry Potter novels, born on 31 July
1965?
Who is the month of July named after?
In the Roman calendar what was the month of July
originally called?
What is ‘July’ in French?
Who was the First Lady of Argentina who died on 26
July 1952?
What is the organisation called that was founded by
General William Booth in July 1865?
On 3rd July 1938 the world speed record for a
locomotive was set in England by which train engine?
Who became the first person to fly solo, nonstop,
around the world in a balloon?
What date should the 2021 Wimbledon Championships
end?
An American actor born on 3 July 1962 and starred in
Top Gun?
Lead singer with Blondie born on 1 July 1945?
Name the drummer with the Beatles born on 7 July
1940?
An English professional footballer, born on 28 July
1993, who captains the England national team?

ANSWER

Please quote Hempton Parish News when contacting an advertiser.
A monthly non-denominational
support group for those that
have been bereaved.

Burnham Landscapes

For all your gardening needs including
Fencing, hedge and grass cutting,
Barn stored logs by the net, bag or load
Please call DAVID on
07721 940340 or
01328 862841

Meeting on the last
Wednesday of the month

10.00am – 11.30am at Café Nelson, Langham Glass
Providing advice, practical and emotional support.

If you’d like to know more please contact
Heather or Paul on 01328 862686
www.gowardsfuneralservices.co.uk

Residential and holiday home
cleaning service.

Covering areas around Fakenham
and Wells-next-the-sea.
Fully insured. References available.

Contact Kit Henderson
07885 427683
Sparklean.norfolk@gmail.com

Helping you keep your reputation spotless

You can advertise in this
Newsletter for £18 per year.
That is £1.50 per month…cheaper
than a postcard for a weekend in
the newsagents.
Monthly rates also available.
Contact details on the front
cover.

Gardening Tips for July:
Feed and deadhead
roses to keep them
flowering strongly.

Out and about
A lovely locally grown Clematis!
Photo credit: Christine Haydon

Please quote Hempton Parish News when contacting an advertiser.

Norfolk’s Little Cleaning Company

Call Kelly on 07798 755453

REMOVALS - DELIVERIES CLEARANCE
07436 900091
Vantasticmovers.com

Gowards Funeral Services Ltd
An independent, modern, caring funeral
service offered in a warm and approachable
manner 24 hours a day
In your time of need please call
Heather Goward or Paul Cook Dip.F.D
on 01328 862686

Find us on

www.gowardsfuneralservices.co.uk

Wensum

Find us on

Cleaning

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
Beautiful flowers for every occasion
Delivered by your local florist

Mobile Car Valeting Service

www.sarahcoxonfloraldesign.co.uk

01328 320302 / 07881 385453

01328 829781

Richard West
07925 827311
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL

REPAIRS INSTALLATIONS

RE-WIRES

contact@rwestelectrical.co.uk
www.rwestelectrical.co.uk

Find me on

Call Justin for a free quote

